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Pſalm Lxxviii. e. % 


| He eftabliſÞ'd a Teſtimony in Facob, and appointed 


a Law in lſrael, which he commanded our Porefa- 
thers, that they ſhould make them known ta. ther 
Children. 

That the Generations to come might know them. 


even the Children which foould be born, who - - | 


ſhould ariſe and declare th them to their C bildres. 


| By T1 bomas Teniſon, now Lord Archbiſhop 


of C anterbury.. 
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— 


cer-fide, Par the A of the Gs 


Concerning IE: zo Poſterity. 7 


SERMON; 


; Zade Printed by A. Hill, in Black-fryars, near the Wa-- 


= CT LEO or a oe SE Penny 1 co — ——ccemeamen—— p———o_—_ - _ 
- 
* 
£ 
31 
k \ | [ 7s 
. - 
4 - 
= 
S F 
k - . "4 
3 
- 
; 
LEI 
« , he d - 4 
mr 
* cg 
# L —- 
- 3 r 
7 bs + Sx nd £ 
. 
E.< n PRE 
ft 0 EL =» $5 5 SN 
— 
_ - - _ 4 
FE , py ” 
; 7 N 
* # ” 
« 4 
hs png - 
. 
#44 4 
i 
ws £ p 
[2 ha ( 
. 
$ , 2 
. ' "or 
\ *, 
\ % « F In 
; . - » : - pF” ; - 
A - - 
2 L * ro PR w. 4 
\ : #2 KL * 
4 « c F 
. x 
4 Yu. 
A - 
. . « fi . 
. * 
. 
. 
. . .” 
© R q 
i 998 © LY 
? & - 
pe - z 
Z * P * <1 _- 
Ke $ ; 
% w p 4 
- + I 
i g o \ a LEND ©. F- 
- - ” . 7 \ 
y ws ? 
- 4” —_ þ 
To 4 
. . L e L - h. 
} 3 
. > 
' EE 
P + 
- v _ FS 
L] . 
- iJ 
k. 
z 
- 
* 
- ad 
« 4 £ 
#* 
- % . oo 
P 
g - 
” 


es 1 ALA GEES GED ITO IFRS /0\ LEI no oe nan 


| 


| i brarutts, and =_ 


| 'nOt | ad. chem 'to the "7 Tf of Otal Tidii6a, 


_ 


ontrenrioreveviencs 


PsALM Lxxviil. 5, 6. 


FD. g--- He eſtabliſhed a Teftimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a Law in Iſrael, which he commanded our 
Firttarhoxs. That they Jhould mate them Indi to 
their Children. 
F, 6. That the Generations to come might know 
: Them, even the Children, whith ſhould be rg who 
fould ariſe and declare them to their C hildrek, 


thoſe who ate at pteſent u/eful, afid likewiſe 
oe Oey. 

Such = Ne King David, who Sery'd his own Gene- 
ration very Faichfully ; and having firriſh'd his Courſe, 
deliveted his Zd»þ ro the Jiicteedihg Aft. Of this, 
as m—_ are convinced, as either read the Hiſtory 

[ 


A, his Life, of pctiife his* Pſalms with Applicatioh of 


Tix HE Title of Benefit does priticipatly belotigii to - 


Ag; it was his carc, amongſt his ather ious De- 


farts, ts coftthue the "Hemiory of God's Wondetful 


orks from Age to Age; to the end that the Confide- 


ration his Power ah&- Goodneſs might effcQuklly 


moye rhetni ro bbey his Laws. ' Offuch emembraness 


| they ſtobd in great need,” being apt nv tonget to think 


ppont the Miracles of Divihe \ ercy, than Whill they 
w them. 

hee! fore God higaleHf heeſerivadi way of teach- 

riir tſtoty bf ' his 

ihty AQs , (and cſptcially thek 2k Ft #6") to their 


Sons, and their Sons Sons. Deur. 4. 9 
fioterr irr thieke tion, 


ders to be wiftren down; 


And that the IFealite? 
he causd thofe Sratures 2 


which 


- 


which ſometimes either paſſeth by ny of mo- 
2) 5 


ment, or deliversthem down very imperfect 
often brings it to paſs, that the Legends of one Ape, be- 
come Hiſtory in thoſe that follow. 

God eftabliſhed a Teſtimony in Facob, and appoimted a Law 
in lſrael, which he commanded our Fore-fathers ; that they 
ſhould make them known to their Children. 


That the Generations to come might know them, even the | 


children which ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and declare | 


them to their children. 


The Argument of Doing Good to Poſterity, being ſet forth | 


in theſe words, not by any General Precepr, bur only 
by the eſpecial Inſtance of .Propagating the Knowledge 
of his Law; I ſhall uſe them ratheras the Occafion, than 
the Ground of this Propoſition. | 
 . © Thata Good Man, according to his Talent and 
© Circumſtance, does endeavour in ſuch manner to Do 
< good in his time, that the next Apgealſo. may proba- 
© bly reap the benefic of it.. _. Er 
. Concerning this kind of Charity, I purpoſe to conſi- 
er, | | 
1. How fit and juſt a thing it is to put it iy Prattice, 

2. That, wotwithſtanding its fitneſs, there is too general @ 
diſuſe of it.” -,/1c. ;f- PG IDEN Pons 

3. whence it comes to paſs that there is of Common @ failure 
in ſo neceſſary a Duty. ny; | Y; 

4. By what means the Exerciſe of it may be made more re- 
gular, and mor frequent among us; rag | the ages to. come 
may bave juſt cauſe to Bleſs Almighty.Ged for the advantages 
derived to them from this Generation. 


1. Now, Firſt of all, the doing of Good to Poſterity, may 


2Pppear a fit and reaſonable Prattice; 
1. Froma common Rule 'of Good and Evil. 


tate God. ; "v8 "x i þ | ” A (7, | 
3. From the Gratitude we awe ta former Ages. 


7. This 5s a/Comman,Rule concerning Goos, not. 
that weafe to do what, 


_ only that rx j5to;be done, 


and too 


2. From the Obligation which man is under, to1mi- | 


.. | — — — — — a 


© AA © DO 


k ag 
| (5) 
n0- tion the whole matter, 'is the greate _ which we are ta- 
too | Pable of doing in our; Sphere and: Condition. - ro; 
be- Good is increaſed as wellby:iche Duration of Benefirs,-as. / 
by their Magnitude and Number; ſothat if the Good bee- 
aw qual in other reſpects, htc that. does the Chatity, that 
hey laſts but « day, idoeswell:;c\borherhar does the Good'rhat: 
lafts ſome years, docs:{till better: He; whovaut of good” 
the will, -gives's cup of cold znattr toathirity\man, "> 
are a Charitable Office; butichatiPerſon is by amuchy/ the: 
| greater Benefactor, who'opens a Fountain which | from '- 
rth  rimecotimemay gu refreſhment: to!Man' and: Beafh.: 
nly Wherefote by the Reafonsand'! Proportions of Good, a + 
Ive mans requird; according tothis abitity;to:look beyond : 
an theterm of his own few and uncertain days, .Knownon-'! 
Iy ro God:-how-few they'are» 19/11 6 100 7 3120 ] : 
nd -/Heis, to © oy gobii yinout oaks an] 
Do _. 2. Requiredito benefie Poſtttizy;'that he may bea Fol-' 
da- lowerof Godin true Religion,; which is thovwmitarion of 
Himwhliomweworſhip:' And by doing, Eharities which" 
ſi may laſt, weare made; iniforne'meatart likero Him;' 
55 for all Generations partake of the Goodnefs of God. | *- 
| He ſo framed the Matevial World-at the beginning, 
Ja thatby the ſame Order'of' Nature ( the: ſame for the 
main ) it mighrin:its ſeyeral Ages conveniencly ſublitt.; 
ure and the ſame $un that. ſhone on Adm, -* cnlightens 


r7e- "God permicted 'men inthe firſt Age of the World;; to 
me livevery many Years, 'thatiby their Experience ( eſpe-; 
ges ciallyin theCoiirfe of the: Stars, which required | ; 
of time for obtervation:).the following Ages might :re- 
ay ceive uſeful lnſtrudtion; uſefel,” not only 1: ſecular Af- 
fairs, but in Religion; the Heavens, the mire they under- 
 , ſtood, declaring the more the Glory of God. Nat) 
nt- He ordained the ; Sabbasb,;;the Paſſover; the Sacrament; 
of rhe Lords Supper, . not merely for the: men ofatry aye: 
Age, bur as Memorials of the Creation, of the Deliverance 
not out of Egyyr; of the meritorious Paſfon of our Redeam- 
at,' co&t;"'for manyiGenerations. 1 I 2 
Th. He FEY 
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. He ſent his Bleſſed LE once to offer a Sacrifice, 
whole Virtue. might be. communicated to all true 
Cunng as long as there ſhould: bea..Ghurch on 


. He cauſed Holy Scriptures tobe written for thegood of 
all followiag:times ; andthethings which were written. 
O werewultten for our Admonition, upon whom 
theredraofs heworld are core. For inſtances. we are com- 
mainded to:Ruwernber the wife of Lot, who; ſo many Y cars 
ag0y looking $ack towards Sodom ) was. tutn'd inta a 
Pillar of 8als and-Sulpbur; Gen 19. x5: 26.. S. Luke: | 
I7. . 32. Deat- 29.23. bring puniſh'd in the ſame ex- | 
rraordinaryway; with thaſe unclean. Sinners. who re-/ 

3. There is not a fitter expreffion oftout gratitude to: 
former Ages, thana hearty endeayour to procure adyan- 
tage to. thoſe who came after us, as we:have reccived 
benefit by.thaſe who went. before-us ; borrowing Light 
from theit Lighd,. and living/ upon the Efte@s. of their: 
Benevolencc;' It nathi ad been done-farus, . in how 
milſtrablean Bfatefhoultwe havecameinorthe Warld; 
and lived in t:?; Much niore-miferably than Adam, who 
io. the ſtata of Innocence, : enjoy'd the) Kanth, without 
the Curſe which —— brought pon: it. If all. 
Arts, and. Sciences, and: Buildings, and. other ſuch: 


Helps and Conveniences of Hwmane Life, were to be in- 


vented and Begun with 'every Ape, how' rude, how 
mean would--che conditiah:of ic be 2 How: heavily 


would ir be prefſed with rhe burthen of Neceflity ? How 
much move pairifu} and laborious would this render the 


Pilgrimage of: man, whichas ic is, with all its: advan-; 


the Fayours of thoſe who died before-eur times, on 
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14ll hive in their benefits; and gratefally-to celebtiate 
their juſt; Praife, and to have a perpetual inclination; 
when we laye nct facther power, #0 go; andre der ike+. 
Ron as: fit and juſt as this Prafice 1s, there ſcetrls to 


2. Too general a diſuſe of it, Some are careful.cycrl ts 


' Anxicty, but they fhow that the ſolicirude is for _ 
Mog 


ſelves, by their backwardneſs in difpoliag ofany: 

ſo muchas by a WI LL. Some let: Receits arid! Inwren- 
tons dye with them, by which great pumbersin fuc- 
cceding Ages might have beet profited. Some ar6 tipt 
providens for their ;{cbves, and therefore not likely!” to 
take due .care- for Poſteriry. They will not' pier 
fone into a decaying Building, or drop att rcorn: 4nto 
the Ground for the ſake ofthoſe that ſhall follow thenay, 2 
much. lek have they a zeal for the ſupporting of Gods /” } 
Chutch in difficulttimes, or the planting of true Reli- - * 
gion ih places that want the bleſiing of it; Inforineh 


that when they giveup+their wretched lives ( as give 


them up they mult, what averſion ſoever they have'to 
it ) they appear as a Place ſurrentired after a long and 
tedious Siege, where little remains, beſides'dead Gorples 
Rubbiſl, and Ruins. 7 1145.40 So ir 
And this puts me in mind of ſtill a worſer fort of wien, 
who by their inbhumanity, make ſuch defolations intheir 
times, as late'Poſterity:can ſcarce repair. Their Ta- 
lent lies not in promoting Truth, and Holy Worſhip, but 
in fotcing Error and  Idolatry ; not in Building and 
Planting, bur in plucking up and Ackroying. They 
are imitators of Apollzon the God, of this World, whole 
Delight is Miſchief, whoſe Triumphs are Barbarines, 
Fireand Sword are the Inſtruments of their Glory » They 
ſpare neither the Bodies of the Living, nor the Monu- 
ments of the Dead. They lay waſt in a few hours, ſtrong 
aud beautiful Cities, which were.che fruir of the Art 
and Labours of former Times. Qne would think they | 
would anticipMc Doomiday it felf, ittheir Force were 
'A 4 equal 


Rn (8) © 8F ONg 

equal totheir Pride and Malice: Though that fort of 
men, of all others in the World, have the leaſt reaſon 
ro'haſten the Day of Judgment. When their As ſhall 
be rehearſed before the Children that are yet unborn, they 
will riſe up with juſt indignation, and call their Memo- 
ries accurled, 
- If (as wehave propoſed in the third place ) 
, ry 'We inquire into the Cauſesof this Uncharitable- 
nefs, we fliall without much difficujry, find 'them- a- 
monglt'rhre ill Principles arid diſorderly Lufs and Paſions 
_ Humours of wnteafonable * men, As for- exam- 

8 £5: DUH; 1 DISTRIET: - - a 
2 The Atheiffical, if they follow the conſequence of 
rheir- Opinion, terminate their Deſipur, ' as they i- 
magine they '''do their humane Beings, + in this 


-Fhoſe who live by Sexſe; 'whoſe Objedts are preſent, 
have no regard for ſuch as they ſhall never live to ſee ; 
tor fuch'as are not: capable of returning them immedi- 
are.tſtanks, of making them Preſents, of pleaſing'ithem 
with flatteries, ofrendring them ſuch lervicesas are moſt 
grateful to fleſh and blood. 224 $5,400 

T he /orbful will not be at the pains to buxld'or to up- 
hold, to manure or cultivate, to catechiſe a Child, or 
inftrudt a Servant, or diſcreetly to_ reprove an irregu- 
tae Neighbour : They will ler chetr own Vinefardt 
be over-run, . in their own times... with Briars and 
Thorns. "OP OE 55. 

'F ie Careleſr arid Yoluptuour are contented to rink ( if 
ehinking be at any time the exercife of ſuch AﬀeQors of 
of Eafc ) thar Peace and: Plenty will laſt ſor their Days; 
and that is all rhe Eternity they care for,, rhough«b 
fuch negle@, Ruir often comesdown upon their. Heads 
before x term of their Life is expired, Soit common» 
ly happens to the Prodiga} who inſpect nottheir Aﬀairs, 
and believe their Forranc to be! ſufficient for their Time ; 
and in that Imagination, fay to their Souls, Take jour 
caſe; and dreany or vill chey arc ſurpriM by ny 

; iN 
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(9). | | 
And, if their looſeand fowith way of livirig permits thertt 
co. number many Years; there remain to'them the 
feweſt - Supplies in that Age which has 'the moſt 
and grearcft needs, the Age of Labour aud Sor- 
TOW. | 

Furthermore, ; 8 | 

The 7-natur'd hate the reſt ofthe World, and are 
not pleafed that the ſtare of it ſhould be bettered by them. 
Our of the abundance of ſuch an 1i11 Heart came that 
worſt of Sayings. pronounced by one of the Brutal Hea- 
thens,. H#hen I leave the World, bs Earth and Fire mingle; 
or, let the Frame of. Nature be immediately difſoly'd. 
He would have: forborn thoſe wicked Words, - if 
he had bur juſt thought of that more dreadful Fire 
_ Divine Juſtice has prepared tor the Uncharita- 

| we {) ; 

Moreover, the Proud and the Deſigning, who arethem- 
felves ignorant, will on purpofe deny a leberal Educa- ' 
tion to thoſe Children who are under their Conduct, 
leſt they grow too wiſe and ſenfible for them. 

From the ſame Paſſion it is, that Wicked Men en- 
deavour to hinder both preſent and finure Good, by 
deprefling generous and worthy Perſons, giving them 
occaſion to complain, . with that great Warrior Be- 
liſarins ; © It was not a Crime that hurt us but En- 

vy. © 

Eihewiſe, the Covetuons either ſtifle the Wills of the 


Charicable, or forbear to fulfill, them ; converting 


that to their own uſe, which was pioufly intended for 
cthers. | 
Alſo, the Makcieus ſtudy on purpoſe to leave That 
hich muſt go to others, in a ruinous Condition, It may 
be,. without a Houfe. for ſhelter, or a Tree for ſhade, 
ora Field worn out with perpetual bearing,_or. a Paper 
for Dire&ion, and for the determination of Strife; much: ' 
more withour a Prayer for the Protperity of thoſe who | 
ſhall come after them. + © + Fon; 
Again, of forme Men of reyengeful mm — It 
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has been faid, That on: their very Drath-Beds, F. a folemn 
Time in which-nothingſhonld ſupplancthe Loveof God 
and Man; when theirabundant Charicy ſhould, through 
Chriſt, prepare their way to the Mercy:'of God: hefore 
whom they are ſuddenly to.appear ] that, being engag- 
ed in vexatious Suits and Quarrels with others, they 
have giver. ic in charge tothe Heirs of their Families, 
to. —_— che Grudg, and to continue the Controverſy: 
from Generatiom to. Generation. : | 

Finally, Where this Evil Tempter abounds; it en- 
tails Trouble and Confuſion : For it requires little skill 
to.unfix'and embroil, butagreat deal toeſtabliſh. May 
Thar( as we hope, andas we pray ) be, for the fucure, 
the W:/dom of this Age, tothe end: rhat it may flouriſh 
in True Religion, in Unity, in Plenty, Peace 'and 
Healch, and by that mcans become a Bleffing to theſe: 
Lands for ever. ' 

Theſe Evil Principler, Luſts, Paſſions, and Humours 
which have mcntioned, are the Cauſes of the : Decay 
of that generous Charity ſo beneficial to the Ages to 
COIMe. " 

But, Fourtbl, 33-270 

Ler us not follow the inordinate AﬀeCttons and unrea- 
ble Cuſtoms of the Men of this World, bur be pre- 
vailed with to imitate David? or rather, the God of Da- 
vid, who hath a Bleſling for every Age: and who, when 
he reſted from the Work of Creation, did not farbear the 
Works of Providence. | 

Tothis purpoſe, Ws 

Firſt, Thar we may be capable of practiſing this ſort 
of Charity, the forementioned Paſſions are to be ſubdu- 
cd by pious Conſideration, by Prayer for the eſpecial 
Grace of God, by firm and ſteadfaſt Reſolution, by 
Converſation with Chriftians whoſe Hearts are enlar- 
ged, by reading the holy Scriptures, and in them, the 
Hiſtory of God's Power and Goodneſs. | 

Secondly, being thus made capable of doing preſent 


and future Goad; rhat we may do itas we ng, 
| the 


C 11) 
the Good-will., the right Scope, the Decepce, the Fuftice 
of Ir, are well to be weighed. 

And, Firſt, Good-will ought to be the Spting which 
moves Men thar bencfit thoſe who ſucceed them ; for it 
is no Virtue to leave ibat behind us, REY _—_ will 
not permit us to carry 8way., Dives laid up Gooas for m 
_ and he left them co Others, whkew being ay 
them a BenefaQtor ; for, be lgid them up for bonfal, UPON 
a vain and preſumptuous ſuppoſition of long Lite ; in 
which he was miſerably diſappointed, by the ſurpriz- 
ing Juſtice of that ' Righteous God, who ſaid ro 
Him, Thou Foot! this Night thy Soul ſhall be taken from 
thee... | 

Again, This Good-willis to be directed to a. right and 
profitable Scope ; that Chariry may not be blinded by 
Syperſition which hath founded many Sucieties, and 
lett great Revenues, and enriched many Shrines, to the 
Burt of Poſterity, by promoting the Honour of falſe De- 
ities ad Saints; and by encouraging a Worſhip from 
bas to Age, in which the Truc God can take no plea- 

Ure. | | 

There isalfoto be obſeryed, in this Pratice, a De- 
ccncy, Which forbids a Man to be feycrely. Penurions all 
his days, for the doing 4 greater Gaod at thelaſt. Itistruc, 
He 15:not to be condemned for cutting off unneceſſary. 
Pomps and Expences in order to fo good an End: And 
he may be bole with himſelf. But, chough there may 

F 7 aa Frugality, there muſt nor be a ſordidueſs in his 

fdenial. | ” 

Add to this, 'That Juſtice, as well as Decency becomes 
all Mgp who piouſly deſign to be BenefaGorsto Poſteri- 
ty.. : They are not todo Evil that Good may come of 
it. ; or, to be unjuſt, Oppreſſors, Extortioners in one 
Age,, that they may be bountiful roanother. Yer, ſuch 
is the. manner. of the Covetuous,, who: love not Man- 
kind, nor their yerv Off-ſpring as Men, but in the Qua-- 
lity of cheir ſecond-ſelves:: They run the hazatd even 
of Damnation, for the greatning of thoſe, who goes 

| rally 
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rally ſpend with vicious profuſeneſs all that Wealth 
which, with ſuch guilt of Conſcience they had gather- 
ed together. 

Thirdly, Having found out ſuch Rules as theſe for 
the governing of our Prattice, we may render our 
ſelves more fit for the diſcharge of ſo Excellent a  Du- 
ty. | 
Firſt, By removing certain Difcourtgements. _ 
Secondly, By attending tro ſome further Mo- 
uyes. 
The Di{couragements are of Two Kinds. 

I. Suſpicions of Ability todo ſuch good. - 

2. Hindrances of Willingneſs in T hoſe who are able to 
_ it; and in ſome of them who are not ill inclin- 
1. Men of inferiour Condition ſuſpeCtt their Ability, i- 
magining,” that he who would become a BenefaCtor, 
mult be arm'd with great Power and Authoriry* indued 
with high degrees of Wiſdom, and furniſhed with ſuch 
heaps of growing Wealth, as may ſupply Charity, with- 
out fenſ{tble Diminution. 

Whereas there are diyers waies by which Perfons, in 
meaner Circumſtances, may, in #heir' Age, be uſeful 
both to that and the next. A poor Man, as we read in 
Eccleſiaſtes, did by his prudent Counſel geliver'a City. 
And that Place had, probably, the Benefit of his good 
Advice a long time after; tho' whilſt his wiſdom made 
him conſiderable, his Poverty expoſed him tothe Scorn 
and Neglect of the Proud and uvygrateful. There arc 
truc BenefaQors in the World betites ſuch who have A- 
bility ro make Publick Waies, to tepair Breaches of the 
Seca, to calm that which is turrulttous, the Rage of the 
People; to build Houſes for God's Worſhip, to found 
Colledges and Hofpirals, to ſubdue public Enemies, 
and ro enatt wholſom Laws, which are the Nerves of 
Socicty, and by the ſtrength of which we a while ( by 
God's Bleffing ) ſubliſted, rhough Popiſh Superſtition 
dd fo furioufly afault us, Many may communicate 
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to theit Neighbours a wholſom Medicine, though they 
cannot ere&a Houſe for the Sick, and Wounded; and 
Impotent. Every Maſter ofa Family in 1/ael. was ob- 
liged to ſhew his Children the Reaſon of - the Paſchat 
Feaſt, and to tcach them the Law of God. . Thoſe, - 
therefore, were not Performances out” of their Power, 
for then they could not have been their Duty. Andto 
Chriſtians their grcat Maſter faith, What cexcellcne 
things do ye? What do ye more than others? Much Good 
they may do by rehearſing the Holy Hiſtory of God's 
Law and his wonderful Works þcfore others, that they 
may learn it, and tranſmit it to'the next;Generation. 
Much Good they may do by teaching of neceflary Doc- 
trines to Youth, and by forming the manners ot thoſe 
who are likely to outlive them. T hey may inſti] into 
them betimes ſuch Chriſtian Principles as may grow 
up with them, and bring forth Fruit in their . Age. He 
who hath a ſmall proportion of Silver or Gold, may 

yet be ſometimes capable of leaving behind him a more 

valuable Legacy : By giving the World a Book of Piety, 
' ſuchas that of the Whole Duty of Man, by which the ju- 
dicious and modeſt Author hath done a greater Good to. 
thoſe who lived in and after his Time, than if he had. 
poured forth other Riches upon them in overfiowing, » 
, meaſure. - 

Moſt are capable of doing a durable Charity by good 


Example, which may opcrate when rhey are dcad and ? 


gone. To how many Generations has the Inſtance of 
afflicted. Fob adminiſtred Courage and Support, whilſt 
they.have called it to Remembrance inthe Time of their 
Trouble? And there is great need of virtuous Example + 
for the ballancing of that which is Bad; the Contagion -; 
of which Cicks like Leproſic in Families, Churches and 

Kingdoms. Feroboam the Son of Nebat made F{rael to 
fin 1. King. 1.4. 46. {to commit that great Sin of Ido- 
fatry, by worſhipping thetrue God by an.Image] both - 
12 bzs Time, and}, after he was gone to anſwer -borh 
for bis own and for: orher Mep's Sins. - But what An- 
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fwcr could he make for eicher 2 Firher was a Burthen 
roo heavy For him to bear. 

Then, for the Charity of Prayer, who is there that can- 
nor callon God for a Bleſſing on Perſons and Families, 
on Churches and States, after rhey ſhall have left this 
unquiert Stage, and that Scheme of the World which paſſeth 
away, Exod. 30. 5, 6. C. 34 7. Dem. 7. 9. 

In ſam, all Wicked M:», 25 wicked, are hurtful, and 
all Good Men, as good, arebeneficial both at prefent and 
for the future. leſling and Curſing perſue Families 
very often, according to the Righteouſneſs or Impicty 
of the firſt Heads of them. 

Secondly, There ate Diſcouragements which: hinder 
Men, who are able to do Good to other Generations, 
from being Willing. That is to ſay, The Inſtance of 
Backwardzeſs in Public Mannagers to reward thoſe who 
have undone themſelves by fome uſeful Inwerition, Which 
generally ruines the firſt ProjeFors, whilſt Poſterity reaps 
the fruit of their Wit, Labour, and Exptrice. Alſo 
the Inftances of Failures and Frands of ſmothered or 
abuſed Legacies, in Truft, of the convetting of 
thar tro the uſe of the Rich, which is bequeathed 
#6 the Poor ; together with the Conſideration of the 
wncertainty of Times, in which, by Wars and tumultuous 
Violences, the Effects of publick Charity do often periſh. 

There is much Truth in this Obje&#ion, but yet not fo 
mich 2s makes it #unanſwerable, Uſeful Inventions are of- 
ten greater Charities than could have been done by the 
Pains and Wealth which they coſt. Frauds and Abuſes 
do not alwaics happen: They do not alwaies come ; 
and wo ts them, nor. who arc injur'd by them, but by 
whom they come. And the Obſervation of ſuch acciden- 
tal Miſcarriages ſhould, indeed, increaſe the Cantion, but 
not prevent bs Charity of wealthy Men. It is, -alfo, 
profitable-for us to remember, - That -whatſoeyer Ha- 
zards Good Works run, the Soul that has done chem in 
Chriſtian Manner, ſhall be ſafe in the 'Hands 6f rheir 
Mediator, Chriſtians know ih whom they haye brow” 
" d, 
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ed, and how able he isto = that which icommntted 
T0 his Truſt tothat Day. | _ 
_ For the uncertainty of Times and Seaſons, that's an Ob- 
jection againſt doing Good in all Ages; for Heaven only 
1s 8 King dom which cannot be ſhaken. | 
Wherefore, laying aſide theſe Impediments, caſt 
. in our Way by too great a Degrec of Jealonkfie, fer 
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Secondly, Provoke our ſelves to Piety and to Good 
Works, by laying before our Thoughts ſach further 
Aotives as theſe. : ; 

The Fir may betaken from the true pleaſure which is | | 
found inall good 4#s, and particularly of thoſe of that - 
kind of which we have bcea ſpeaking. Pleaſure natu- 
rally {prings Sup in the Mind, when we think of any 
thing we much value, as continuing and proſpering.  A- 
great degree of happineſs conſiſts in hope, —_ in hope 
cherif proceeding, The Mind is dawp'd when. it is 
ftimed, and when it ſes an end of any thing in which ir 
took content. Andif pleaſure is derived to us fromthe 
growth and progreſs even of our humbleſt Plants, much 
more ſhall webe pleaſed by the cxtenr of our goodne(s10 
Chriſtian Men,and inthe duration ofit. Ic isa blefed and' 
comfortable Thought that God will voauchfafe to uſe 
ſuch frailcarthen, cfſels, as Inſtruments of gaod;, by In- 
ſtru&ion, by Example, by Prayers, by Alms, not on- 
Iy for the Span ofour Life, but for mayy years to come. 
It was a' ſtrong Conſolation to Abraham, that in his 
Offipring all -the Nations of the Karth ſhoald be blefſ- 

The Second Motive may be taken from Hywour, , 
which is Fawe acquired by doing of worthy rhings. 
After: this Men ſo naturally thirſt, that ſome 

have affefted the Name of Benefators, Luke 22. 
25. who have turn'd their Power into Opprefſion ; for 
of that number ( as Philo ſhews us) was Caius Caligula. 
They underſtood what was venerable, but they did not 
purſue if, E* I F jo : , 1 : , L 2 : pc: , E . * 
| V2 . | : ; Evea 
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Even the Charity which is tranfient, is honourable 
and the Woman who with her Spikenard anointed our 
Saviour to his burial, isto this day honourably remem- 
bred whereſoever the Hiſtory of the Goſpel isread. And 
if to frenſient good our Praiſe is due, certainly to that 
which is lafting it ought nor to be denied. Whetefore 
_ the Holy Virgin, conſidering the Salvation of the World 
by Chrift, whoſe Mother the was become through God's 
ſpccial favour, believed not her Magnificat to be 2 vain- 
glorious Hymn, but ſaid with humble Joy, God hath regard 
ed the lowlineſs of bis Hand-maides , for behold from binctforth 
all Generations ſhall call me bleſſed. Wh 
Bur the greateſ# Motives of all are, Conſcience, which 
requireth us to do good, as our Chriſtian Duty. -/ '' | 
Religious Fear, which ſersbeforethe Unprofitable ('the | 
unprofitable ro Men, for God we cannot profit:) the | 
Terrori/of the great Day. And, laſt-of all, ©. 
ies Hope, which moves us tobe uſeful, in all our 
Capacities, whilſt time laſts, upon the moſt comforta- 
ble proſpect of an Eternal Recompence. 
the bleſſed Day, when thoſe who abound in the work 
of tbe Lord Teſus, ſhall find their Iabourinot to be in vain in 
the ſame Lord. When the penirent;, pious, and 'righ- 
teous, ſhall behold the general Aﬀemt "Ara thoſe great | 
Souls who neither liv'd nor dy'd to themſehves. May God 
prepare us for this Felicity, by Faith, and Repentance, | 
and Good Works, through him who was both the de/ire 
-and the bleſin of all Nations, Feſus yo the Rigbteous, to 
whom wit the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour 
and Glory, World without cnd, Amer. og; 
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